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â€œThereâ€™s a price to pay, and the price does tend to be oneself.â€•Â To the young trainees at

Sarratt, George Smiley is â€œA Legend of the Service.â€• To Ned, however, he is something even

more. Decades earlierâ€”before a mole nearly destroyed the Circus and well before the Cold War

yielded to glasnostâ€”Smiley rescued Ned from disgrace and gently mentored him through a long

and respectable career. Now, as he listens to Smiley address a new generation of spies, Ned

ponders his own clandestine life, the unruly passions and personalities heâ€™s encounteredâ€”and

the doubts heâ€™s kept locked away.Brilliantly charting the collision between global politics and

individual frailties, The Secret Pilgrim is quintessential John le CarrÃ©â€”thoughtful, prescient, and

wholly unforgettable.
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I'm about 2/3 through listening to this wonderful reading of the novel. The reader has a wonderful

British voice so perfect for LeCarre and the interior thoughts of Ned. Even better, when he quotes

Smiley, he almost exactly reproduces the voice of the elderly Alec Guinness (who played Smiley in

the BBC TV versions of the Karla trilogy).
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